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conflict a                             between opposing forces

description

a statement about how something or someone

, sounds, etc.

draft an                                         of a piece of writing

Warm-Up

Lesson 

Question

Lesson Goals

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Words to Know

Fill in this table as you work through the lesson. You may also use the glossary 

to help you.

?

W
K2

Write a

essay about 

overcoming a 

challenge.

Plan and prewrite to 

set up a sequence 

of .

Revise writing to add

Develop the 

through dialogue.

.



© Edgenuity, Inc. 2

Warm-Up

revise to correct and                           a piece of writing

dialogue conversation

point of view tells the story and how it is told

Words to Know

Defining “Challenges” 

We are constantly overcoming                                  as we learn, grow, and try 

new things. Challenges can be steps in                                     and improving 

at skills, such as learning to ride a bike. Challenges can involve setting and 

reaching  , such as finishing a race. Other challenging situations 

are not our choice, such as moving to a new place. They mean that we must                          

to the changes.

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

W
K2
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Fill in the graphic organizer

Write a narrative essay about 

overcoming a challenge or 

obstacle in life and what you 

learned as a result.

Narrative Writing Prompt: Product and Audience

1

Slide

The Writing Process

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

RevisingDrafting

to

write 

Setting up an order of 

events

2

Instruction
Part 1

: What will you write?

• A narrative essay

: Who will read your 

writing?

• A teacher or peers
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4

Slide

Writing a Narrative Essay

A narrative essay tells a story about the writer’s                 .

In a narrative, the writer:

• on something that has happened.

• presents the reader with an                                     .

• shares                            in an engaging order.

• uses a clear                                       .

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Instruction
Part 1
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Sequence of Events

A narrative has a sequence of                         that flows from beginning, to 

middle, to end. Together, the events make up a natural progression that is

to the reader. 

Fill in the graphic organizer.

The beginning of the essay                           the story. It also sets up the

, or the struggle or problem your essay is about.

The middle of the essay                                 the conflict. 

The end of the essay                              on the experience. 

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Middle 

Instruction
Part 1

6

Slide
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Slide

8 Using a Table to Organize a Narrative

You can use a table to help                  and organize your essay.

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Beginning Middle End

•

the challenge.

• Set the scene.

•

the important 

people involved.

•

the challenges you 

faced while 

overcoming the 

obstacle.

•

the point in your 

story where you 

finally overcame 

the challenge.

• Reflect on what 

you

as a result of 

overcoming the 

challenge.

• Write about 

whether or not the 

experience

you.

Instruction
Part 1
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Slide

8

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Beginning Middle End

• Having to give a 

middle school 

graduation speech

• Being a very                

and                                

person

• Working with adults to 

improve my speaking

• Deciding what to write 

• Practicing in front of 

my brother and 

messing up

• Giving the

• Feeling nervous, then 

proud

• Learning that I can 

do things I never 

thought I could do

•

more

after speaking up 

and being heard

Instruction
Part 1

Planning a Narrative about a Challenge 
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When planning a narrative, a writer decides                    tells the story and

it is told.

Slide

1 The Writing Process

Point of View

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Instruction
Part 2

Complete the graphic organizer.

Prewriting Revising

Using dialogue
Setting up an 

order of events

Establishing a
Planning to 

write

2

person person person

• With sweaty palms 

and a quivering 

voice, I stepped up 

to the wooden 

podium. I looked 

toward the audience 

full of eager 

listeners, and with a 

deep breath, I finally 

began my speech.

• Before you read your 

speech, remember to 

practice your lines. 

Look at the audience 

as you speak.

• Although seemingly 

poised and ready, Jayden 

waited nervously for the 

teacher to call his name. 

In an effort to conceal his 

anxiety, he quickly wiped 

the sweat from his palms 

onto his pants. 
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Dialogue is                             conversation between two or more people in a story. 

Dialogue:

• helps                       who characters are.

• the story along.

• the way people speak.

Slide

5

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Instruction
Part 2

Dialogue in a Narrative

Adding Dialogue to a Narrative

In the sample, the writer just                   what is happening.

Underline the dialogue in the rewritten version of the sample narrative.

I could hear my mother’s voice calling me over 
the crowd of people cheering.

“Hey, Jayden! Come here for a minute.” My mom’s 
eyes were gleaming with delight as she looked at me. 
“I’m so proud of you.”

“Thanks, Mom,” I replied, beaming.
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2. Middle three paragraphs: Tell the                         of how you overcame your 

challenge.

• Establish and develop the                            (how this challenge or 

obstacle came to be).

• Describe the                          leading up to the conflict and its resolution. 

• Explain how you overcame the challenge, and what happened

.

3. Last paragraph:                            on what you learned from this experience.

After brainstorming and planning, it is time to create a                       . Your draft 

should have a beginning, middle, and end.

1. First paragraph: Briefly                                   the challenge you are writing 

about. Introduce the people involved, and set the                        .

Slide

8

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Instruction
Part 2

Drafting Your Narrative 
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Slide

1

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Instruction
Part 3

The Writing Process

Strong writing uses description, which gives                             about something or 

someone. Descriptive details include                             wording and sensory 

language.

language

The drama teacher taught me a few things about how to be different than I am.

Specific language

The drama teacher taught me how to                             my voice even though I’m 

usually a                     person.

Prewriting Drafting

Establishing a point 

of view

Using dialogue

Planning to 

write

Setting up an order 

of events

Adding descriptive

Descriptive Writing2

Complete the graphic organizer. 
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Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Instruction
Part 3

You can revise your draft to                       instead of just tell.

Underline the details in the revision that give more specifics about what the lawn 

looked like.

I walked into the 

middle school for the last 

time. I saw a lot when I 

looked around the school. I 

could see the folding 

chairs for our guests 

spread out on the lawn. 

Soon there would be so 

many people here to 

celebrate this special day. 

As I walked into the middle school 

for the last time, the shiny, waxed floors 

indicated that the custodians were also 

working hard to prepare for this day. The 

chalkboards and bulletin boards that were 

once filled with student “masterpieces” 

were now stripped bare. Outside, our 

school lawn was filled with folding chairs 

organized in neat, tidy lines. Soon, they 

would be filled with guests ready to honor 

this special occasion.

Draft Revision

Slide

4 Revising a Draft to Add Description
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Slide

6

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Instruction
Part 3

Use this checklist to revise and edit your narrative essay.

• Did I use description and specific word                             to make the 

narrative engaging?

• Did I use                            to develop characters and                       the 

story forward?

• Did I set up the                         with a clear beginning, middle, and end?

• Did I clearly show my                                  about overcoming a

• challenge?

• Did I include an appropriate reflection or                        learned for my 

conclusion?

• Did I use                            grammar, capitalization, punctuation, and 

spelling?

Revising Your Essay
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Making the story engaging and clear Using dialogue and description

• Tell the                       of how you 

overcame a challenge or obstacle.

• Develop characters by writing 

conversation that sounds

.

• Clearly set up a progression of

.

• Paint a picture for the reader 

using                              details to 

show readers how things look, 

sound, smell, and feel.

• Include a

point of view to personalize the 

narrative.

• Use                            words to 

reflect on the experience.

Summary

Answer

How can you use a narrative to write about overcoming a challenge?
Lesson 

Question
?

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge

Slide

2 Review: Key Concepts

You can use narrative to write about overcoming a challenge by:
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Summary

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.

Writing a Narrative about Overcoming a 
Challenge


