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Warm-Up

Lesson 

Question

Lesson Goals

?

Words to Know

Write the letter of the definition next to the matching word as you work through the 

lesson. You may use the glossary to help you.

W
K2

The Odyssey and Epic Poetry: An 
Introduction, Part 1

Read “A Goddess Intervenes” and “New Coasts 

and Poseidon’s Son” from The Odyssey.

Explore the features of                                

.                                 .
Paraphrase to understand 

the                                      

of the poem. 

Discover the historical                    

of the epic poem.

____ values

____ epic poem

____ quest

A. a journey made in an effort to find or obtain 

something

B. to restate something in your own words

C. a long poem that tells the story of a hero

D. qualities considered important to a group

____ paraphrase
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Warm-Up

Challenges in Life

Underline the words that Washington says define success.

Success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by 

the obstacles which he has overcome.

―Booker T. Washington

The Odyssey and Epic Poetry: An 
Introduction, Part 1
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Instruction

An                                is a long poem that tells the story of a hero.

Epic poems:

• were part of an                  tradition.

• were originally                       or performed for an audience.

• include poetic elements such as                         , rhyme, and repetition to 

help performers                               them.

• sometimes recount important events as a means of passing down

.

Epic Poetry2

Slide

The Odyssey and Epic Poetry: An 
Introduction, Part 1
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Instruction

Elements of Epic Poetry4

Slide

Underline examples of elevated, or poetic,  language in the text excerpt.

Epic poetry often includes:

• an invocation, or request, to a      

.

• an epic hero who embodies 

cultural                       .

• a long and difficult                      

with trials. 

• supernatural elements.

• important                          events.

• , or poetic, 

language.

Sing in me, Muse, and through me tell 
the story 

of that man skilled in all ways of 
contending, 

the wanderer, harried for years on 
end, 

after he plundered the stronghold

on the proud height of Troy.

―The Odyssey,
Homer

The Odyssey and Epic Poetry: An 
Introduction, Part 1
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6

Slide

Characteristics of an Epic Hero

An epic hero is the                   character in an epic poem. He or she demonstrates 

admired by society, including:

• strength and                            .

• and confidence.

• knowledge and                          .

• strength of character.

• perseverance and                        .

is an example of an epic hero.

Instruction

The Hero's Journey

Complete the graphic organizer.

. Call to 

• Return 

home

2. Road of

3.

4.

. Return

The Hero’s 
Journey

The Odyssey and Epic Poetry: An 
Introduction, Part 1
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Slide

8

Instruction

The Odyssey begins in medias res, or “in the                      of things.”

• The Odyssey follows another epic, The .

• The Iliad tells the story of the                        War.

• Odysseus                       in the Trojan War.

• The Odyssey is the story of Odysseus's long                              

home after the war.

Odysseus's Call to Adventure

Paraphrasing

To                                      a text, restate it in your                 words.

10

Identify the 

.

Identify key 

details.
the central idea 

and details.

The Odyssey and Epic Poetry: An 
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Slide

10

Instruction

Paraphrasing for Understanding The Odyssey

Homer (b. ca. 750 BCE)

• Was born around                    BCE

• Is credited with creating both The Iliad and The Odyssey

• Is considered one of the most influential 

• Is believed to have been a                                 and a court singer

It is believed that Homer was                  .

Underline a key detail about 

Odysseus’s personality. 
My name is Odysseus; I am 

Laertes’s son. I am well known for 

my cunning. I come from the island 

of Ithaca.

The paraphrase captures the central 

idea and key details of the original text 

but does               use the                      

same words.

I am Laertes' son, Odysseus.
Men hold me
formidable for guile in peace and war:
this fame has gone abroad to the sky's rim.
My home is on the peaked sea-mark of Ithaca

―The Odyssey, 
Homer

Odysseus is                              

himself.

The Odyssey and Epic Poetry: An 
Introduction, Part 1
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Slide

2

Ancient Greece was the birthplace of                              civilization.

The ancient Greeks:

• established the first                                 (demos means “                       ,” 

and kratos means “power”).

• made significant contributions to                         , philosophy,                , 

and architecture.

• valued strength, perseverance, loyalty,                           , family, 

hospitality, and                         .

• believed that the                   were active in people's lives and controlled 

their                     .

• emphasized the importance of physical fitness and held the first       

Games.

Discovering Ancient Greece

Instruction 
Part 2

The Odyssey and Epic Poetry: An 
Introduction, Part 1
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Slide

2
Complete the graphic organizer. 

Analyzing The Odyssey to Learn about Ancient Greece

Instruction 
Part 2

The Greeks believed that gods and goddesses 

played active roles in people’s                     .

Speaker asks  

to help tell story

sends

dangerous storm

Helios kills men 

for eating his cattle

The Odyssey and Epic Poetry: An 
Introduction, Part 1
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Summary

Answer

What can you learn about an ancient culture through literature?
Lesson 

Question
?

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.

The Odyssey and Epic Poetry: An 
Introduction, Part 1


