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Lesson 

Question

?

Lesson Goals

Words to Know

an extended simile that explains how one thing is 
like another; also known as a Homeric simile

to consider important or useful

a conclusion drawn on the basis of implicit or explicit 
evidence

the reason a character thinks, feels, or acts a 
specific way

Fill in this table as you work through the lesson. You may also use the glossary to 

help you.

Make        

about characters.

Explore what                              

the characters to act.

Warm-Up
The Odyssey: Central Ideas and Character 
Motivation, Part 2

Read “New Coasts and Poseidon’s Son” from                                           .

Interpret the meanings

of                                    .
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Warm-Up

The Odyssey So Far

Draw a square around Odysseus's homeland. Draw a circle around where we 

meet Odysseus.

The Odyssey: Central Ideas and Character 
Motivation, Part 2
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An inference is a                                based on                            .

To make an inference, use                        from the text plus your own

and experience.

Making Inferences about Characters

From text details, we can tell that:

• Odysseus’s men have                  in battle.

• the remaining men are in                             for their fallen                        .

We can infer that Odysseus and his crewmates are                 because they’ve lost

in a battle.

Slide

2 Making Inferences: How to Make an Inference

Inference

Character Motivation

Character motivation is the                         a character                      , feels, or

a specific way.

The Odyssey: Central Ideas and Character 
Motivation, Part 2

Instruction
Part 1

5
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Use this strategy to determine a character's motive.

1. a specific                            ,                        , or

.

2. Look for                    in the text as to                   the character might 

think, feel, or act that way.

3. Consider what you already                    about the character.

4. Make a logical                      about motive based on clues and your 

previous knowledge.

Making an Inference about Character Motivation: Strategy

Slide
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Thought, feeling, action Inferred motivation

Ava                       for an hour

every night for the entire week 

before a                .

Ava wants to ace the test and get                                

.

Tom picked up his                  by

ten seconds each day in his

.

Tom wants to be a

runner.

The Odyssey: Central Ideas and Character 
Motivation, Part 2

Instruction
Part 1
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Inferring Motive

Slide

7

Motive

When we identify actions, we see that Odysseus                his men down to their 

rowing benches and that he also forbids them to                     the lotus.

The clues that give us more information about Odysseus's motive are that his men 

are                       , or crying, and that there is a threat that the men will lose their                        

of home.

Drawing on our prior knowledge, we know that Odysseus is their                       

and that all of the men, but especially Odysseus, are trying to get                    .

We can determine that Odysseus decides to tie his men down because the lotus 

flowers are putting his men in                         , so he feels the need to keep his 

men                   , and he also wants to make sure they                         home. 

The Odyssey: Central Ideas and Character 
Motivation, Part 2

Instruction
Part 1
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• Ancient Greeks valued                      and                      .

• Odysseus also                        home and family.

Slide
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The Odyssey: Central Ideas and Character 
Motivation, Part 2

Instruction
Part 1

Motivation as a Clue to Values

Motivation can give clues about what an individual or group as

important or useful.

• Odysseus is                                to get                      with his crew.
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An epic simile, or a                            simile, is a simile that

over                          lines of a poem and                          how one thing is

another.

• It                               two unlike things.

• It uses                                     terms such as                , as,              , or 

just so.

Epic Similes

An Epic Simile

The purpose of an epic simile is to help listeners draw                              

between                           and unfamiliar things and things that they are already

with.

Slide
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Circle the comparative term that indicates this description is a simile.

I drew it from the coals and my four fellows

gave me a hand, lugging it near the Cyclops

as more than natural force nerved them; straight

forward they sprinted, lifted it, and rammed it

deep in his crater eye, and leaned on it

turning it as a shipwright turns a drill

in planking, having men below to swing

the two-handled strap that spins it in the groove.

―The Odyssey,

Homer

The Odyssey: Central Ideas and Character 
Motivation, Part 2

Instruction
Part 2
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Summary

Lesson 

Question
?

Answer

How can you learn about characters and what motivates them in 

The Odyssey?

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.

The Odyssey: Central Ideas and Character 
Motivation, Part 2


