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Warm-Up

Lesson 

Question

Lesson Goals

The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3

Words to Know

Fill in this table as you work through the lesson. You may also use the glossary to 

help you.

?

W
K2

to meet unexpectedly

reasonable, sensible

to name as the source of information

a passage from a text that is used to support writing

Write a 

character           

Form a conclusion

about a

.

Use MLA in-text 

.

Include direct

to support a conclusion.

.
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Warm-Up The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3

The Odyssey So Far

When we first met Odysseus, he was talking to the king of the Phaeacians 

and recalling how his                          started in his homeland of Ithaca. .

After that, he journeyed to                  , where he spent 10 years at                 .

.

He battled the Cicones and barely escaped with his crew on the island of the 

Lotus                        . 

He also had blinded the                        , Polyphemus, on the Cyclops island, 

and he had a run-in with the wind god Aeolus. 

Then Odysseus and his men landed on Circe’s                    .
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Slide

Reviewing the Characteristics of an Epic Hero on an Epic Journey

An epic                   has traits that are admired by his society. He:

• is a strong warrior and                                     leader.

• is a compelling and confident speaker. 

• demonstrates courage and takes                   .

• goes on a long journey with a group of followers, but engages in combat 

on his own.

• proves himself through difficult combat with a strong              

.

• a divine or supernatural power that may help him.

The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3
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The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3

Drawing Logical Conclusions about a Character

To draw a                      conclusion, combine                   details with prior 

knowledge and experience. 

Underline the phrase that shows how Odysseus views his men. 

The crew being now silent before me, I 

addressed them, sore at heart:

‘Dear friends,   15

more than one man, or two, should know those things

Circe foresaw for us and shared with me,

so let me tell her forecast: then we die

with our eyes open, if we are going to die,

or know what death we baffle if we can.’ 20

–The Odyssey,

Homer

Drawing Logical Conclusions about a Character

A logical conclusion Not a logical conclusion

• Odysseus is a respected leader.

• Odysseus                      his crew.

• Odysseus can                    the future.

• Odysseus speaks to his crew.
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Writing a Strong Analysis Paragraph7

Slide

Use the                      strategy to help you fully develop your paragraphs.

The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3

Make you                  .
Provide the 

.       your evidence..

• A conclusion you drew • A                               

that supports the 

conclusion

Choosing a Quotation to Illustrate a Point

Underline the quote that illustrates the point that Odysseus is a caring leader.

Then all at once the wind fell, and a calm 

came over all the sea, as though some power 

lulled the swell.

The crew were on their feet 35

briskly, to furl the sail, and stow it; then,

each in place, they poised the smooth oar blades

and sent the white foam scudding by. I carved

a massive cake of beeswax into bits

and rolled them in my hands until they softened–

40

no long task, for a burning heat came down

from Helios, lord of high noon. Going forward

I carried wax along the line, and laid it

thick on their ears. 
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Explaining a Quotation9

Slide

Whenever you use a quotation in your writing, you need to                                    

how it supports your conclusion.

To explain your quotation,                yourself:

• What about this quotation                            my conclusion?

• How can I help my reader understand that the                              

illustrates my conclusion?

The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3

Explaining How a Quotation Supports a Conclusion

• Make your                   .

• Odysseus is a caring leader.

• Provide the                                .

• “I carried wax along the line, and laid it / thick on their ears.”

• Explain your                           .

• He treats his crew well.

• He makes sure they are protected from the Sirens.
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The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3

One reason Odysseus is an epic hero is because he 

is a caring leader. This can be seen in how he treats 

his crew. Homer writes that Odysseus “carried wax 

along the line, and laid it / thick on their ears.” 

Odysseus cares about his crew so much that he 

takes time to be sure they are protected from the 

Sirens.

Underline the sentence in the essay that explains the point.

11 Structuring a Complete Paragraph

A                             paragraph needs a topic sentence, one or more points, and a 

concluding sentence. 

Topic sentence

Point + illustration + explanation

Point + illustration + explanation

sentence
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13 Using MLA In-Text Citations

The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3

Writers                 sources to tell where information came from and to avoid  

. In-text citations are:

• included in the writing directly after a quotation is used.

• listed in                                    with the author’s name and the page 

number or line number.
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The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3

Citing Line Numbers in an Epic Poem 

Write the line numbers of the poem that were cited.

The lovely voices in ardor appealing over the water

made me crave to listen, and I tried to say

'Untie me!' to the crew, jerking my brows;

but they bent steady to the oars. Then Perimedes

got to his feet, he and Eurylochus, 80

and passed more line about, to hold me still.

So all rowed on, until the Sirens

dropped under the sea rim, and their singing

dwindled away.

–The Odyssey,

Homer
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Summary

Answer

How can quotations support a structured analysis of a character?
Lesson 

Question
?

The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3
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Review

How can                                 support a structured analysis of a character?

To draw a logical conclusion, combine text details with prior knowledge and 

experience.

• Make your                    .

• Share a conclusion.

• Provide the                                .

• Use a quotation from the text.

• Use an MLA in-text citation.

• Explain your                           .

Summary

2

The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3

Topic sentence

Point + illustration + explanation

Point + illustration + explanation

Concluding sentence
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Summary

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.

The Odyssey: Writing a Character Analysis, 
Part 3


