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Warm-Up

Lesson 

Question

Lesson Goals

The Odyssey: Conflict and Theme, Part 4

?

Read “Sea Perils and Defeat” from The 

Odyssey.

Identify

and themes.

Make

between conflict and 

theme.

Analyze

language.
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Odysseus is telling his story of his past               years at sea. 

His                   is to return home to Ithaca.

Warm-Up

Words to Know

The Odyssey: Conflict and Theme, Part 4

Write the letter of the definition next to the matching word as you work through 

the lesson. You may use the glossary to help you.

A. an extended simile that explains how 

one thing is like another; also known as 

a Homeric simile

B. a direct comparison of unlike things

C. a comparison between two things using 

“like” or “as”

D. a struggle between opposing forces or 

characters

E. one message a text conveys about a 

topic

W
K2

____ conflict

____ theme

____ epic simile

____ metaphor

____ simile

The Odyssey So Far
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• Conflict in 

the 

character’s

Odysseus faces tons of                                   in his attempt to return home from 

Ithaca.

Odysseus’s challenges contribute to the                       of the poem.

There are four major types of conflict, or                                   between forces.

Types of Conflict

In what ways do themes emerge from epic poetry? 

2

The Odyssey: Conflict and Theme, Part 4

• Conflict 

between two 

characters

• Conflict 

between a 

character 

and the

• Conflict 

between a 

character 

and a 

natural 

event

Character 

vs. self

Character vs.Character vs. Character 

vs. society

Instruction
Part 1

Slide

1
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You can see a blending of character vs. character and character vs. 

nature conflicts in the story. For example, a lot of the storms Odysseus 

goes up against in his story are created by                   or characters in 

the story.

The Odyssey: Conflict and Theme, Part 4

Conflicts in The Odyssey

Character vs. self
Odysseus’s struggles with his

Character vs. character
Odysseus’s struggles

Character vs. society

Odysseus’s struggles to

that 

Cyclopes do not believe in 

hospitality

Character vs. nature
Odysseus’s struggles against the

Instruction
Part 1

Slide
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Conflicts and the ways that characters                            to them can help to 

develop the                            of a piece of literature.

Slide

4 Getting to Know Characters through Conflict

Underline a detail that shows that Odysseus is calm and clever.

The Odyssey: Conflict and Theme, Part 4

I would not let you go for fear of Zeus–

you or your friends – unless I had a whim to. 

Tell me, where was it, now, you left your ship–

around the point, or down the shore, I wonder?'

He thought he'd find out, but I saw through this, 

and answered with a ready lie:

'My ship? 

Poseidon Lord, who sets the earth a-tremble, 

broke it up on the rocks at your land's end. 

A wind from seaward served him, drove us there. 

We are survivors, these good men and I.'

–The Odyssey,

Homer

6 In what ways do themes emerge from epic poetry?

Instruction
Part 1
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A theme is a                                 that a text conveys about a topic.

• A theme is a                            statement that could apply to other 

works of literature or life.

Underline the topic in each of the themes below.

Theme

The Odyssey: Conflict and Theme, Part 4

Theme Not a theme

• Good leaders take responsibility 

for their actions.

• Only by going on a long journey 

can people truly appreciate what 

they have left behind.

• Too much pride can get one into 

trouble.

• Leadership

• Experiencing a journey

• Odysseus shows pride.

Instruction
Part 1

Slide
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Identifying Theme through Conflict

Underline words in the text that show Odysseus’s pride.

The Odyssey: Conflict and Theme, Part 4

'Godsake, Captain!
Why bait the beast again? Let him alone!'
'That tidal wave he made on the first throw 
all but beached us.' . . . .

'Aye
He'll smash our timbers and our heads together!' 
I would not heed them in my glorying spirit, 
but let my anger flare and yelled:

'Cyclops,
if ever mortal man inquire
how you were put to shame and blinded, tell him 
Odysseus, raider of cities, took your eye: 
Laertes' son, whose home's on Ithaca!'

Instruction
Part 1

Slide

9
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There are several forms of conflict in The Odyssey.

Through these conflicts, a few themes emerge, like how                           need to 

make difficult choices and also how                    is out of your control. 

A metaphor is a type of figurative language that                                   one thing 

directly with another.

A simile compares two things using the word               or              .

The Odyssey: Conflict and Theme, Part 4Instruction
Part 2

In what ways do themes emerge from epic poetry?

2 Metaphors and Similes

Metaphor

The ocean                  an old 

friend.

Simile

The ocean was              

welcoming              an old friend.

Metaphor Simile

Slide

1
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An                              , or a Homeric simile, is a simile that extends over several 

lines of a poem and explains how one thing is                another.

• It compares two                       things.

• It uses                                       terms such as like, as, so, or just so.

Analyzing Figurative Language

Epic Similes

Underline what Charybdis is being compared to.

4

The Odyssey: Conflict and Theme, Part 4Instruction
Part 2

But when she swallowed the sea water 
down

we saw the funnel of the maelstrom, heard
the rock bellowing all around, and dark
sand raged on the bottom far below.
My men all blanched against the gloom, 

our eyes
were fixed upon that yawning mouth in 
fear of being devoured.

–The Odyssey,
Homer

Slide

2

comparative         
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Underline the words that relate to the fishing simile in the passage.

The Odyssey: Conflict and Theme, Part 4Instruction
Part 2

Analyzing an Epic Simile

Then Scylla made her strike,
whisking six of my best men from the 

ship. 
I happened to glance aft at ship and 

oarsmen 
and caught sight of their arms and legs, 

dangling 
high overhead. Voices came down to me 
in anguish, calling my name for the last 

time.

A man surfcasting on a point of rock
for bass or mackerel, whipping his long 

rod 
to drop the sinker and the bait far out, 
will hook a fish and rip it from the surface 
to dangle wriggling through the air:

so these
were borne aloft in spasms toward the 

cliff.

Slide

4
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Summary

Answer

In what ways do themes emerge from epic poetry?
?

The Odyssey: Conflict and Theme, Part 4

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.

Lesson 

Question


