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Warm-Up

Lesson 

Question

Lesson Goals

Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

Words to Know
Write the letter of the definition next to the matching word as you work through 

the lesson. You may use the glossary to help you.

?

W
K2

Practice

parts of speech 

and phrases.

Distinguish between and 

manipulate 

.

Determine how 

phrases

as parts of speech.

Identify different 

kinds of 

.

A. a group of words that expresses an idea and 

performs a certain role or function in a 

sentence.

B. to add a description to another word

C. a word that comes before a noun or pronoun 

and gives some information about time or place; 

can also introduce an object

D. a category of words that has a certain role or 

function in a sentence

_____ modify 

_____ part of speech  

_____ phrase  

_____ preposition  
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Putting Words Together

Warm-Up Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

Sentences are like made up of words. You can think of each 

puzzle piece as a . If all the parts of speech are fit together 

smoothly, you’ll create a clear in someone else’s mind. 

The rules of help you to put words together in the best ways. 

Correct grammar helps you well.
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Understanding Parts of Speech

Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

Words are categorized according to eight , which 

explain a word’s purpose or usage.

Nouns and proper nouns

• Nouns are , places, things, or ideas.

• Examples: brother, city, Florida, house, happiness, George

Verbs

• Verbs show or states of being.

• Examples: go, work, be, is, seem, appear, know

Instruction
Part 1

Parts of Speech that Modify Words

Modifiers are words that tell more about a noun or a verb. 

Adjectives

• Adjectives or modify nouns. They tell “what kind” or 

“how many.”

• Examples: happy, tired, green, colorful, five 

Adverbs

• Adverbs verbs, adjectives, and other adverbs. They tell 

“how” or “when.”

• Examples: quickly, happily, very, late
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Functional parts of speech are words that create 

between other words.

Articles and demonstrative adjectives 

• Articles and demonstrative adjectives specify .

• Examples of : the, a, an. 

• Examples of adjectives: this, that, these,

those. 

Pronouns

• Pronouns nouns. 

• Examples: I, you, , we, he, him, she, her

Conjunctions

• Conjunctions words, phrases, or clauses. 

• Examples: and, but, for, or, nor, , so

Functional Parts of Speech

Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

4
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Instruction
Part 1
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are functional words that show location, direction, or 

time. They come a noun or a pronoun.

Prepositions include words like: 

• to.

• .

• under.

• for.

• .

Prepositions

Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

6
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Instruction
Part 1

Examples:

• I saw the bowl the table. 

• Take that book the library. 

• We will arrive seven o’clock. 
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The word down can be used as different parts of speech.

• Put your pencils.

• I a waffle and ran to catch the bus.

• His warm jacket is filled .

• I’ve been since my best friend moved away.

Some words can be used as parts of speech, where they 

may or may not have related meanings.

Words That Can Function in Multiple Ways

Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

down

down [daůn] 

[from Middle English, from Old English dūne or dūn “hill”]

1. (adverb) toward or in a  physical position

2. (verb) a) bring down, or b)

3. (noun) the soft of a bird

4. (adjective) a) occupying a low position, or b)

10
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Part 1
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The Changing a word’s can change its part of speech. 

Underline the common word endings for each part of speech.

Changing a Word’s Part of Speech

Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

Noun Verb Adjective Adverb

sympathy sympathize sympathetic sympathetically

competition compete competitive competitively

symbol symbolize symbolic symbolically

argument argue argumentative argumentatively

offensiveness offend offensive offensively

12
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Reviewing Sentences

A sentence is composed of parts: a subject and a                      .

• The subject is the person or that the sentence is about.

• The predicate gives about the subject and 

always contains a verb.

Examples:

• The cat jumped onto the bed.

• My little sister likes to draw pictures.

16
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Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

Understanding Phrases

A phrase:

• is a of words that work together to an 

idea and perform a certain function in a sentence. 

• can function as a , an adjective, a , or an 

adverb.

• contains a word (the word that determines the function of 

the phrase), plus any words that modify the head word.

Underline the phrase in the example: The buzzing bee that flew past startled me.

16

Slide

Instruction
Part 1

Understanding Phrases

The words that flew past and buzzing give important information about the bee, 

but without them, we still know what the of the sentence is.

The bee startled me. 
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Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

18

Slide

Instruction
Part 1

Noun Phrases

A sentence must have at least one noun phrase (the ) and one 

verb phrase (the ).

phases as subjects Noun phases as                       o

• The angry dog barked. • The cat chased the angry dog.

• The cat stopped running.
• Then, the angry dog chased the 

cat.
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Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

18
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Instruction
Part 1

A verb phrase can be either a verb and the verb or it 

can be a much larger phrase that is the entire predicate of the sentence.

Verb phrase as action words

A verb phrase may consist of only those words that describe the 

of the sentence.

Underline the verb phrases in the examples.

• My little sister was swimming. 

• I am reading.

Verb phrase as the entire predicate

A verb phrase may also be the predicate of the sentence: the 

main plus the or prepositional phrase.

Underline the verb phrase that makes up the entire predicate.

• John kicked the ball.

• Pat left during intermission.

Verb Phrases
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Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

Adjectival Phrases

An adjectival phrase, or adjective phrase, is a phrase that acts like an

. Adjectival phrases modify or pronouns.

Adjectival phrases are in many different ways.

Underline the adjectival phrases in the sentences.

• The boy bounced a small red ball. 

• I saw a very large elephant.

• Parents angry about the tuition hike spoke to the president of the 

college.

• The truck driving past my house is speeding.

20
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Instruction
Part 1

22

A prepositional phrase includes: 

• a preposition.

• the of the preposition (a noun or pronoun). 

• any additional .

Examples: 

Underline the prepositional phrases in the sentences.

• We walked to the store.

• Put that bowl on the metal table.

• She ran up the hill near her house. 

Prepositional Phrases
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Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

22
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An adverbial phrase is a phrase that acts like an .

Adverbial phrases:

• verbs, adjectives, or adverbs.

• questions like “where?,” “when?,” and “how?”

• can be made up of one adverb.

• can be prepositional phrases. 

• can be .

Adverbial Phrases

Instruction
Part 1

Examples:

Underline the adverbial phrase in each sentence. 

• Don’t read your speech too quickly. 

• Speak your words clearly and loudly. 

• Look up at the audience when speaking. 

• Students who practice speak more confidently than others. 
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Summary

Answer

How do words and phrases work together to convey ideas?
Lesson 

Question
?
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Review: Key Concepts

Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

How do words and phrases work together to ideas? 

• Different words do different in a sentence. 

• Nouns can be subjects or objects. 

• Verbs provide the or state of being. 

• Adjectives describe nouns; adverbs    verbs, 

adjectives, and adverbs.

• A phrase, or            of words, can operate as any 

part of speech. 
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• Prepositional phrases often give about location, 

direction, or time. 

• Sentences are built from different types of .

Summary

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.
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Parts of Speech: Words and Basic Phrases

Review: Key Concepts


