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Warm-Up Comparing Poetry: Poetic Devices

Lesson 

Question

Lesson Goals

?

Read “Sea Fever” by John Masefield and “The Bells” 

by Edgar Allan Poe.

Examine the 

of a poem.

Analyze how a poet creates

.

Compare and contrast the 

way a poet uses

.
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Warm-Up

W
K2 Words to Know

Fill in this table as you work through the lesson. You may also use the glossary to 

help you.

the arrangement of something with multiple parts

one message a text conveys about a certain topic

the atmosphere or emotions a text creates

a type of sound used by a poet to convey or reinforce 

meaning

Reflecting on Sounds

There are so many different                          in the world, such as animals making 

noises, people talking, and even cell phones ringing. There are                   , 

melodic sounds, such as birds chirping, and then there are                  , jarring 

sounds, such as a race car taking off. 

Different people find different sounds more pleasant to hear than others. In this 

lesson, we'll look at how poets use different sound                            to evoke 

certain emotions. Next, you'll be reflecting on the sounds that you associate with 

.

Comparing Poetry: Poetic Devices
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The                                  of a poem is its arrangement or organization. 

Complete the graphic organizer. 

Types of Poetic Structure

Slide

2

Complete the graphic organizer.

Structure in a Poem

Comparing Poetry: Poetic Devices

Poetic structure

form form 

Free verseRegular meter

is vivid language that appeals to the senses. Readers can 

analyze the imagery an author uses to understand its importance.

Stanza

Rhyme 

scheme

Poetic 

structure

Instruction
Part 1
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Circle the stanzas in this poem by Emily Bronte. 

Slide
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• Became an                          as a child and was raised by his aunt

• Lived on a ship for several years

• Published his first                          collection in 1902

• Served in World War I as a hospital orderly

• Was named an English poet                               in 1930 

John Masefield (1878–1967)

Comparing Poetry: Poetic Devices

I’ll walk, but not in old heroic traces,

And not in paths of high morality,

And not among the half-distinguished faces,

The clouded forms of long-past history.

I’ll walk where my own nature would be leading:

It vexes me to choose another guide:

Where the gray flocks in ferny glens are feeding;

Where the wild wind blows on the mountain side.

–“Stanzas,”

Emily Bronte

4

Instruction
Part 1
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reinforce meaning or experience through the use of 

sounds.

Understanding Sound Devices

Slide

2

describes the atmosphere or emotions a text creates.

When identifying the mood of a poem through sound devices, ask yourself:

• Which sounds are                               ?

• Which words contain repeated sounds?

• Is the sound                            to the ear or harsh?

How Sound Devices Create Mood

Instruction
Part 2

Comparing Poetry: Poetic Devices

Boom went the boot to the tune in the room.

• The repetition of the 

initial consonant sound 

in nearby words

• The repetition of inner 

vowel sounds in 

nearby words

Onomatopoeia

• A word that 

the sound it describes

4
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Underline the words in the first two lines that rhyme. 

Identifying Mood through Sound Devices

Slide
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Underline the line that shows where the author uses onomatopoeia. 

Identifying Mood through Sounds

Instruction
Part 2

Comparing Poetry: Poetic Devices

6

I must go down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky,

And all I ask is a tall ship and a star to steer her by;

And the wheel’s kick and the wind’s song and the white sail’s shaking,

And a grey mist on the sea’s face, and a grey dawn breaking

–“Sea Fever,”

John Masefield

Hear the sledges with the bells,

Silver bells!

What a world of merriment their melody foretells!

How they tinkle, tinkle, tinkle,

In the icy air of night! 5

While the stars, that oversprinkle

All the heavens, seem to twinkle

With a crystalline delight;

Keeping time, time, time,

In a sort of Runic rhyme 10

–“The Bells,”

Edgar Allan Poe
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• Was raised by foster parents in Virginia

• Struggled with

• Is famous for poetry,                         , and detective fiction

• Is remembered for developing the modern                      story

Edgar Allan Poe (1809–1849)

Slide
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Instruction
Part 2

Comparing Poetry: Poetic Devices
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“Sea Fever”

• form

• Three quatrains              

• couplets

• Sound devices

Comparing and Contrasting Two Poems

Slide
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is the unifying or reoccurring idea in a literary work.

Drawing Conclusions about Theme in “The Bells”

Instruction
Part 3

Comparing Poetry: Poetic Devices

“The Bells”

• form 

• Four stanzas of increasing length

• No                      rhyme scheme

• Sound devices

4

is a journey toward                      .

Joyful Peaceful Fearful Solemn
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Summary

Answer

How do sound devices in poetry create mood?
Lesson 

Question
?

Comparing Poetry: Poetic Devices

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.


