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Warm-Up

Lesson 

Question

Lesson Goals

Comparing Argumentative Texts:
Silent Spring and “Save the Redwoods”

?

Read from Silent Spring by Rachel Carson and “Save 

the Redwoods” by John Muir.

Analyze the impact of 

word                       on 

tone and purpose. Analyze the structure of 

an                              .

Compare and contrast 

.
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Warm-Up

Appealing to the Audience

Comparing Argumentative Texts:
Silent Spring and “Save the Redwoods”

This poster is                              to a person’s sense of                    or wrong.

Words to Know

Write the letter of the definition next to the matching word as you work through the 

lesson. You may use the glossary to help you.

W
K2

A. to assess the effectiveness of 

something

B. the attitude of a text toward the subject 

and theme

C. a statement in favor of or against a 

particular topic or idea

D. the author’s primary reason for writing 

a text, most often to inform, persuade, 

entertain, or describe

_____ argument

_____ evaluate

_____ author’s purpose

_____ tone
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The Purpose of Arguments2

Slide

The                                               is the author’s                        for writing. The 

purpose of an                              is to convince readers to believe or do something. 

For example, an author might try to                            readers to:

• vote for a particular political candidate. 

• adopt a pet from an animal shelter.

• accept a new scientific theory.

Comparing Argumentative Texts:
Silent Spring and “Save the Redwoods”

Instruction 
Part 1

The Effect of Word Choice and Tone

is the attitude of a text toward the subject.

• The                      an author chooses can affect tone.

tone

• New condominiums

• Clearing land

• Lively child 

tone

• Soulless condominiums

• Destroying trees

• Disruptive kid

Changing one word can completely the tone.

Words can have positive or negative , or feelings, associated 

with them.
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Connecting Tone and Purpose

Analyzing an author’s tone can help you understand how the author is trying to 

achieve his or her                           .

Underline words and phrases that convey the tone of the reading excerpt.

4

Slide

Rachel Carson

Rachel Carson was an                       and                            who studied the 

environment.

As you watch the video, pay attention to:

• what she worked to                              .

• how                       view her work.

Comparing Argumentative Texts:
Silent Spring and “Save the Redwoods”

There was once a town in the heart of America where all life seemed to live in harmony 

with its surroundings. The town lay in the midst of a checkerboard of prosperous farms, 

with fields of grain and hillsides of orchards where, in spring, white clouds of bloom 

drifted above the green fields. In autumn, oak and maple and birch set up a blaze of 

color that flamed and flickered across a backdrop of pines.

–Silent Spring,

Rachel Carson

The tone suggests that the author wants the reader to what a nice 

place this town was.

6

Instruction 
Part 1
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The Greek philosopher                            said that there are three ways to convince 

people.

2

Slide

Types of Rhetorical Appeals

Constructing an Argument

Complete the graphic organizer.

4

Comparing Argumentative Texts:
Silent Spring and “Save the Redwoods”

Appeals to reason

Logos

• Reasons and  

• Logical arguments

Appeals to emotion

Pathos

•

• Values

Appeals to character

Ethos

• Credibility

•

Ethos Pathos

Logos is appealing to a person’s sense of .

is anything that establishes the credibility of the speaker, or writer, 

such as appearance, expertise, , and authority.

Pathos can apply to a person’s sense of .

Instruction 
Part 2
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Slide

4 Analyzing the Structure of an Argument

Underline the statement that Carson uses to establish her credibility through 

personal experience. 

Comparing Argumentative Texts:
Silent Spring and “Save the Redwoods”

This town does not actually exist, but it might easily have a thousand counterparts in 

America or elsewhere in the world. I know of no community that has experienced all the 

misfortunes I describe. Yet every one of these disasters has actually happened 

somewhere, and many real communities have already suffered a substantial number of 

them. A grim specter has crept upon us almost unnoticed, and this imagined tragedy 

may easily become a stark reality we all shall know.

–Silent Spring, 

Rachel Carson

Instruction 
Part 2
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Slide

6 Evaluating an Argument

Readers should                            the                                        of an argument by 

asking themselves these questions.

• Does the argument include logical                         based on reasons and 

evidence?

• Is the evidence relevant, and does it come from                         sources? 

• Is the logical reasoning sound, and does it avoid logical fallacies?

• Does the argument establish the                              of the writer or 

speaker?

• Does the author know what he or she is talking about? 

• Does the author acknowledge                           viewpoints and treat 

them fairly?

• Does the argument use language effectively to appeal to readers’  

?

Comparing Argumentative Texts:
Silent Spring and “Save the Redwoods”

Instruction 
Part 2
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Slide

7 John Muir (1838–1914)

• Was born in Dunbar,  

• Immigrated to the                                       in 1849

• Was temporarily blinded; when he regained his sight, he resolved to devote his 

life to nature

• Founded the                                 to protect “wildness”

• Became the most influential naturalist and                                           in the 

United States

Comparing Argumentative Texts:
Silent Spring and “Save the Redwoods”

Instruction 
Part 2
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Slide

2 Comparing and Contrasting Arguments

To compare and                            two arguments:

• First, identify elements of each argument.

• Word choice

•

• Purpose

• Structure

• Then, compare and contrast each                         .

• Finally, consider both                                 overall.

Comparing and Contrasting Word Choice and Tone

Underline the words and terms in both reading excerpts that have negative 

connotations.

Comparing Argumentative Texts:
Silent Spring and “Save the Redwoods”

Then a strange blight crept over the area 

and everything began to change. Some 

evil spell had settled on the community: 

mysterious maladies swept the flocks of 

chickens; the cattle and sheep sickened 

and died. Everywhere was a shadow of 

death. 

–Silent Spring,

Rachel Carson

In these noble groves and forests to the 

southward of the Calaveras Grove the axe 

and saw have long been busy, and 

thousands of the finest Sequoias have 

been felled, blasted into manageable 

dimensions, and sawed into lumber by 

methods destructive almost beyond belief, 

while fires have spread still wider and 

more lamentable ruin. 

–“Save the Redwoods,”

John Muir

Instruction 
Part 3
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Slide

4 Comparing and Contrasting Purpose and Structure

Underline the emotional appeals in the reading excerpt.

Comparing Argumentative Texts:
Silent Spring and “Save the Redwoods”

The roadsides, once so attractive, were 

now lined with browned and withered 

vegetation as though swept by fire. These, 

too, were silent, deserted by all living 

things. Even the streams were now 

lifeless. Anglers no longer visited them, 

for all the fish had died. 

–Silent Spring,

Rachel Carson

Underline the logical appeals in the reading excerpt. 

While the iron of public sentiment is hot 
let us strike hard. In particular, a 
reservation or national park of the only 
other species of Sequoia, the 
sempervirens, or redwood, hardly less 
wonderful than the gigantea, should be 
quickly secured. It will have to be 
acquired by gift or purchase, for the 
Government has sold every section of the 
entire redwood belt from the Oregon 
boundary to below Santa Cruz.

–“Save the Redwoods,”
John Muir

Muir’s overall is to get readers to take on behalf of 

the redwoods. As a result, his argument includes more logical 

and facts.

Instruction 
Part 3



© Edgenuity, Inc. 11

Summary

Lesson 

Question
?

Answer

How do tone and structure contribute to the effectiveness of an 

argument?

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.

Comparing Argumentative Texts:
Silent Spring and “Save the Redwoods”


