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Warm-Up
Literary Devices in Romeo and Juliet, 
Part 5

Lesson 

Question

?

Lesson Goals

Read                     , Scenes v-vi and                     , Scenes i-ii of

The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare.

Infer character

.

Recognize and 

analyze examples of

.

Examine the use of 

oxymoron and

in 

literature.
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Many events have been building around the                        of the 

story – the longstanding                     between the Montagues and the Capulets.

The play opens with the              from each household 

in the streets of Verona.

Benvolio and                          decide to attend a masquerade                      thrown 

by the Capulets. 

Afterward, Romeo professes his                  for Juliet in the iconic                      

scene.

Romeo and Juliet understand the implications of their love, so a lot of their 

dealings are in                       , which helps build suspense.
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Warm-Up
Literary Devices in Romeo and Juliet, 
Part 5

Words to Know

Write the letter of the definition next to the matching word as you work through the 

lesson. You may use the glossary to help you.

A. the introduction of hints suggesting what will 

happen later in the story

B. a statement that seems contradictory but is in fact 

true

C. a reason for doing something

D. a conclusion made on the basis of implicit or 

explicit evidence

E. a pair of contradictory words

motive

inference

foreshadowing

oxymoron

paradox

_____

_____

_____

W
K2

_____

The Play So Far

_____

servants

central conflict
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Reviewing Character Motivation

Part 1
Instruction Literary Devices in Romeo and Juliet, 

Part 5 Character Motivation

A motive is a                          for doing something. In Romeo and Juliet,

characters are often motivated to act by                              , including:

• love.

• guilt.

• anger.

• .

• despair.

• a desire for                       .

The characters feel these emotions so strongly that it causes them to do 

something.
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Part 1
Instruction Literary Devices in Romeo and Juliet, 

Part 5 Character Motivation

Making Inferences

Make an about a character’s                                 by:

• looking for                        words that show what the character does.

• analyzing the use of direct and indirect characterization. 

• using prior                                  about the character or situation.

Underline the action words that show what the character will do.

Circle words that suggest Sampson's motivation is deep dislike or anger.

Sampson: A dog of the house of Montague 
moves me.

Gregory: To move is to stir, and to be 
valiant is to stand; therefore, if thou art 
moved, thou runnest away.

Sampson: A dog of that house shall move 
me to stand: I will take the wall of any 
man or maid of Montague’s.

–Romeo and Juliet,
William Shakespeare
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Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing is the use of hints that                               what will happen

in the story. 

Foreshadowing: 

• keeps the audience                              in the plot. 

• creates                             . 

• prepares the reader for the                        .

Part 2
Instruction Literary Devices in Romeo and Juliet, 

Part 5 Foreshadowing

Foreshadowing Tragedy

In this passage, Friar Laurence is warning Romeo to love moderately. 

Underline the warning phrases in the passage that foreshadow the tragic end of 

Romeo and Juliet.

4

Friar Laurence: These violent delights have violent ends,

And in their triumph die, like fire and powder,

Which, as they kiss consume: the sweetest honey

Is loathsome in his own deliciousness

And in the taste confounds the appetite:

Therefore love moderately; long love doth so;

Too swift arrives as tardy as too slow.

–Romeo and Juliet, 
William Shakespeare
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Oxymoron and Paradox

Creating Mood and Conflict with Language

Underline where Shakespeare uses oxymoron to show conflict and create a mood.

Part 3
Instruction

An oxymoron is a pair of                                       words or ideas.

A paradox is a statement that seems                                 or unlikely but proves

to be                   .

Literary Devices in Romeo and Juliet, 
Part 5 Oxymoron and Paradox

4

Underline the oxymorons in the text. Underline conflicting ideas that 

create a paradox in the sample text.

Paradox

[Romeo:] Why then, O brawling love! O 
loving hate!

–Romeo and Juliet, 
William Shakespeare

[Juliet:] O! that deceit should dwell
In such a gorgeous place.

–Romeo and Juliet, 
William Shakespeare

Juliet: O serpent heart, hid with a flowering face!
Did ever dragon keep so fair a cave?
Beautiful tyrant! fiend angelical!
Dove-feather’d raven! wolvish-ravening lamb!
Despised substance of divinest show!
Just opposite to what thou justly seem’st;
A damned saint, an honourable villain!
O, nature! what hadst thou to do in hell
When thou didst bower the spirit of a fiend
In mortal paradise of such sweet flesh?

–Romeo and Juliet, 
William Shakespeare
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Summary

Lesson 

Question
?

Answer

How does Shakespeare slowly reveal important information in his 

play?

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.

Literary Devices in Romeo and Juliet, 
Part 5


