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Warm-Up Careers, Salaries, and Lifetime Income

Lesson 
Question

?

WK2 Words to Know

Fill in this table as you work through the lesson. You may also use the glossary 
to help you.

employee benefits nonsalary compensations to an employee

lifetime income 
the total income you receive over the course of  your 

postsecondary 
education any education acquired beyond  school

vocational of  or relating to a specific trade or 

Lesson Goals

Discover how to choose a career.

Research various
careers.

Consider salary
and cost of living.

.

Consider your

and skills.

Consider 
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Planning for a Career

Julio’s dad manages a restaurant. Sometimes Julio helps out in the restaurant  
after school.

Julio enjoys helping his dad, and he enjoys preparing food. Julio thinks he might  
enjoy running a restaurant of  his own when he is older, but he’s not sure.

How can he decide?

animals  

  astronomer

math  

Thinking about Your Interests and Skills

Factors to consider when
choosing a possible career

What interests you?
What are your personal
skills?

  doctor

writing  novelist

bilingual  translator

math   
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How to Research Careers and Find Reliable Information

When researching careers, you need	
to consider:

•	  outlook.

•	 location or  .

•	 salaries and lifetime income.

You can find a wealth of  reliable 
information on careers from a variety of  
sources.

•	 Speak with 

in career counseling centers.

•	 Browse career sections in 
bookstores and libraries.

•	 Visit reliable  , 

such as the site for the U.S. 
Bureau of  Labor Statistics.
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Preparing for a Career

Different careers require different levels of  and education.

Postsecondary education

Vocational training College

2-year college 4-year college

The most important factors to consider are what interests you, what are you good 
at, and what is going to make you happy in a career.

 tools
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Considering Employee Benefits

In addition to salary, you should consider employee benefits. These are all 

 compensations granted to an employee. Some examples 

include:

•	 retirement.	 plan

•	 insurance.	  , dental

•	 paid time off.	 vacation, 

Researching Employers and Salaries

If  you get multiple offers for jobs from different employers, how do you decide 
which job to take?

You should:

•	 research company  .	

•	 research common  by career and location.	

•	 research  of  living by location.

Then take into account all of  the  and how important each 
component is to you.
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Lifetime Income

Lifetime income is the income that you  over the 

course of  your  .

salary

Positive
E�ects on
Lifetime
Income

training

employee

You want to learn as much as you can. That is going to greatly positively affect 
your lifetime income.
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Summary

?

Careers, Salaries, and Lifetime Income

Lesson 
Question How do you choose a career?

Answer

Review: Key Concepts

When choosing a career:

•	 think of  your   

interests and skills.

•	 consider the postsecondary  
education or vocational  
training needed. 

•	 research your career and  

the income  .  

In addition to pay, you should  
also consider employee  
benefits.

•	 consider the effects your  
career choice will have on  

your  income.

Compare the careers of  a doctor and a 
mechanic, using these considerations:

•	 Interests and 

•	 Education required

•	 Job outlook and income

•	 Potential  income
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Summary Careers, Salaries, and Lifetime Income

Use this space to write any questions or thoughts about this lesson.


